Occupational medicine residency training programs. The role occupational health nurses play.
An experienced occupational health nurse with suitable academic qualifications is able to assist in providing a well-rounded education and teaching physicians to be effective members of occupational health teams. Nurses are involved in teaching occupational health to physicians in the academic and practicum phases of occupational medicine residency training programs. However, the involvement of nurses in training physicians is inconsistent among the accredited residencies. Most of the nurses involved in teaching occupational health to physicians are at least master's degree prepared. Nurses are involved in the didactic, clinical, and administrative components of the training programs. Though nurses are involved in residency training programs to an extent, the lack of consistent involvement limits the diversity of points of view and fosters an imbalance in the training of occupational medicine residents.